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OP/ED: OSAP cuts more than money?

By Aarti Patel

As high school students,
many of us hope fo eventu-
ally enter post-secondary
education and work to-
wards our dream careers.
With the Progressive Con-
servative government's
planned OSAP and tuition
changes, is our education
system truly progressing to
support all students?

Last month, changes to
OSAP were announced
such as the elimination of
free tuition for students in
households earning less than
$50,000 per year. In addi-
fion, tuition grants are to be
eliminated. Due fo an audit
of the program, the provin-
cial government stated the
costs were unsustainable for
the next year's provincial
budget.

Perhaps OSAP was ex-
pensive for the government
at first but it is upsetting that
these changes to tuition
loans and grants were
made without any prior
warnings for students. Being
one of the many students
who qualified for free tuition
under the previous
system, | spent my
high school
career
meticulously
studying with
the relief that
the
government
would support
me with fuition
grants. At last, in
grade twelve, itis very
disappointing that my peers
and | no longer have this

“The reduction of
DODomomoD mopoooo
Womoomono Dompmoo
Ford government’s way
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0OOmOo 0o000oo0moon
themselves introduced.”

financial support for educao-
fion. Instead, some of us
may only qualify for tuition
loans next year. For many
young people, this might
bury us in debt before we
have even become finan-
cially independent. We
were not prepared for this.
At all.

Ford’s government also
removed the six month inter-
est-free grace period which
makes it difficult for students
fo repay loans without the
looming responsibility of re-
paying interest immediately
after graduation. For some
students currently in college
or university, this may pose
financial challenges that
discourage them from con-
finuing their studies. Student
loans may seem like a future
problem, but we must think
crifically about our path
beyond high school as time
flies by quickly.

| firmly believe that Ford's
proposed changes fo OSAP
are unjust, as it may create
greater social class division
in Ontario, where only those
from financially-stable back-
grounds will be able fo af-
ford college or
university. The
reduction of tui-
tion by 10%
across the
board seems
like the Ford
government’s
way of putting a
bandage on a
bullet wound that
they themselves intro-
duced. Instead of support-
ing those who need it most,
fuition is now cheaper for

students of higher incomes,
while lower-income students
will continue to struggle with
large student loans and
interest rafes.

Post-secondary educo-
tion is not a luxury: everyone
should have an equal op-
portunity fo move onto high-
er levels of education de-
spite social class. Many pro-
fessional jobs require de-
grees and certifications. The
implications of OSAP should
be seen as a long-tferm in-
vestment to strengthen the
workforce of Ontario.

Across Ontario, many
students have already
signed petitions and protest-

Chris Glover

Activists gathered and rallied at Queen’s Park to protest against Premier
Doug Ford’s new changes to OSAP and tuition on Friday, January 25th.

ed against Ford's planned
changes to OSAP and tui-
fion, which has raised
awareness in the media. As
high school students, the
issue of affording post-
secondary school may soon
fall upon our shoulders, but it
should not weigh us down
from achieving our educa-
fional goals. We must think
crifically and take action on
issues of public concern. In
the end, this is not an argu-
ment for money, but rather,
it is taking a stance fo cre-
afte an education system
that is much more accessi-
ble for all students and en-
suring a better future.

Kingsley Voice Reloaded

By Kingsley Voice Team

Welcome to the second
year of the Kingsley Voice
with brand new team mem-
bers doing our best to tackle
the issues that matter the
most to our readers at King.

Our section editors have
been working hard on ensur-
ing that as many King voices
are heard as possible. At
R.H. King, we can agree that
the uniform is an integral,
but also, contentious part of
R.H. King's culture. To recog-
nition this debate, this issue
of the Kingsley Voice is dedi-
cated to the arguments and
fresh ideas surrounding the
uniform. As well, we hope to
bring fo light some of the
deeper issues that King stu-
dents face and deal with on
a daily basis.

While we focused much
of our efforts on representing
issues related fo King sfu-
dents, we did noft forget to
include articles about our
community. From exploring
the theme of living in Scar-
borough fo tackling the mul-
titude of stereotypes that
Scarborough has taken on
through ifs portrayal in the
media and cool things hap-
pening in Toronfo pop cul-
ture, our paper has it cov-

ered. We've also delved
deeper into not only the
stereotypes that we face in
the local community but
also how the world is fighting
back through things like Nick
Jonas and Priyanka Cho-
pra’s mulficultural wedding.

In your hand is the culmi-
nation (for now) of the hard
work of our incredible coun-
cil. They have put in many
hours to ensure the paperis
the best it could possibly be.
We are very excited to
showcase their work, some
of whom have never written
an article or created a lay-
out before! We are very
proud to see them improve
as wrifers, layout editors and
art directors. We want to
recognize them for their
dedication and strong ef-
forts to the council.

From everyone here at
the Kingsley Voice, we hope
you enjoy reading our news-
paper as much as we've
enjoyed creating it!

Sincerely,
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Elizabeth Conroy

Presenting the Kingsley Voice team is all of their published glory!
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Since Ten

I come from a place where at the age of ten I am cat-called by my own cousin.
Where despite living in my own home,
I can never open the curtains because the workers from the construction site nearby seize every opportunity to get a better
look.

My childhood memories include hungry eyes shamelessly feasting upon every inch
of my body because they believe they have the right.
I am told I am not strong enough to put up a fight.

I remember hiding behind thick fabric to feel a sense of comfort
that never seems to be enough.
Mom taught you better, didn’t she?
Don’t hide. Don’t run. Don’t talk. Look down.
“Take a goddamn compliment.”

Time passes.

It seems normal to face the wolves with teeth sinking deep
ripping it apart one piece at a time

An epiphany so cold and crisp sen 1

A red flag reminder that I am validatio

bleeding flesh

With every passing minute, I feel
the lack of dignity and respe

I just stare at the mirror, the cold bla
offering a sigh in fi

being less:
ality and protest;

ty hollows staring at me,
smile,
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The Indlgenous Curriculum of Ontario

Tabassum ahra

On September 21, students at King, as well as people across Ontario walked out in protest of reverting to an outdated sex-ed curriculum as well as damage done to Ind|genous nghts curriculum.

By Lily Santon

Earlier this school year, sever-
al high school students
across Ontario walked out in
protest of the changes
made regarding the sexual
education curriculum, but
that wasn’t the only issue at
stake as the Indigenous cur-
riculm was also at risk.

When Doug Ford was
elected Premier on June 29,
2018, not only did he slash
the sex ed curriculum in ele-
mentary schools, he and
Minister of Education Lisa
Thompson also cancelled
the rewrites of the social

studies curriculums for
grades 1-6, history and ge-
ography for grades 7-8 and
the Canadian and World
Studies curriculums for
grades 9-10. These con-
tained subjects that former
Premier Kathleen Wynne
had planned would tackle
three indigenous topics - the
Truth and Reconciliation
Commission curriculum,
American Sign Language
and Indigenous Languages.
Those who practice in
one or more of the various
Aboriginal cultures are quite
often under or misrepresent-
ed in curriculum that poten-

fially would leaving out por-
fions on residential schools,
unjust law cases, partial trea-
fies and other events that
many people, even mem-
bers of our own community,
are still dealing with.

The current provincial
government under Doug
Ford has cut funding for pro-
grams that aim to include
the history of Indigenous
peoples and the influence of
residential schools and inte-
grate them into courses that
teach Canadian social stud-
ies and history.

By eliminating these pro-
grams for the elementary

and secondary grades,
many see this move as a
way of avoiding the realities
of history and the impacts
from those actions that con-
finue today.

“l believe that it is im-
portant for us as a country to
acknowledge our past be-
cause it has been buried in
history for far foo long... |
think that we have much to
make up for as a country,”
suggests Brenna McDonald,
grade nine student at King.

Taina Kanerva is the head
of Geography and Family
Studies at King and believes
the decisions being made

will only set schools back in
fime and do much more
harm than good.

“The curriculum being
denied to students will only
do harm,” Kanerva says.
“These decisions were done
spur of the moment without
any true thought to impact
and costs. Ontario is fied fo
the federal obligations of
Truth and Reconciliation and
this curriculum is a require-
ment of that. Not only are
students losing the ability to
learn the truth about Canao-
da’s history and make up,
the province is willfully deny-
ing their obligations.”

What it means to be from Scarborough

By Nishat Chowdhury

Scarborough Town Centre,
The Scarborough Bluffs, To-
ronto Zoo, Scarborough
Junction, Kennedy Station,
Scarborough Civic Centre,
Thompson Park and R.H.
King Academy have one
thing in common: they are a
part of Scarborough'’s
unique culture.

Noshin Chowdhury, a
grade ten student at King, is
proud to be aresident of
Scarborough. Some of her
favourite celebrities grew up
in this suburb, which inspires
her to work towards her own
personal goals.

“Scarborough natives like
The Weeknd and Lily Singh
are shining examples of the
talent Scarborough has,”
Chowdury says.

While Scarborough is a
hub for multiculturalism and
community togetherness, it
has gained a negative repu-
tation over the years. Insta-
gram page, éixbuzz, has
generadlized Scarborough to
be “ghetto” and Scarberi-
ans to be “ratchet.” Vyshno-
vi Kanagarajamuthaly, a
grade twelve student, be-
lieves that this stigma may
hinder the people living in
Scarborough as they fry to
move forward, as it gives
them a poor reputation.

“"When | went to B.C. last
summer for SHAD and | told
people | was from Scar-
borough, there was always
a 6ixbuzz reference or some-
thing negative had to be
said,” says Kanagarajamuth-
aly.

bixbuzz is an Instagram en-
terfainment and meme ac-
count dedicated to Toronto
culture. It has a large follow-
ing, mostly teenagers who
are from Toronto or live in
the GTA. The account has
become notorious for post-
ing videos of people engag-
ing in so called “mod" activ-
ifies while yelling éixbuzz!

Despite all the negative
buzz, Scarborough is home
to a diverse community with
people of all races, religions,
and ethnicities coinciding
and working hard. Through-
out the community, a multi-
tude of languages are spo-
ken by residents.

To many, Scarborough
feels like a big community
because of the involvement
and presence of community
members of all ages and
ethnicities during events and
in everyday life. Emily Ever-
est, grade 12 student at
King, appreciates the diversi-

4

Multiculturalism, one of many reasons to take pride in being from The 6ix.

Saadia Zahra

ty Scarborough has to offer.
"Living in Scarborough has
made me more well round-
ed,” Everest says.

Even students at R.H. King
are showing their talent Arts
on the Road, Multinight and
more, which have show-
cased the diversity of talent
found among students in
Scarbough. Scarborough
also has my community cen-
fres that offer free drop-in
programs for students, which
fosters a sense of communi-
ty. Chowdhury believes that
Scarborough does not de-
serve the poor reputation it
has and is a great place to
live. "It doesn't matter wher-
ever you go later in life or
whatever you choose to do,
there will always be a piece
of Scarborough with you,”
Chowdhury says.

In the end, Scarborough
is a great example of the
cultural mosaic of Toronto.

Mental health awareness

By Berlin Ogglesby

While King takes a Mindful
Minute to de-stress the minds
of staff and students alike,
kids are more aware than
ever of the more serious
types of disorders and how
to get help or better cope.
From anxiety to depression
and bipolar disorder, there
are mental health issues that
affect millions and now more
people know about it. Men-
tal health is extremely im-
portant to youth. Many of
today's youth in Canada are
affected by these issues.

As a result of sftudents
knowing the important role
mental health plays in socie-
ty. they will be better
equipped to identify wheth-
er or not they have such
problems and know to reach
for help. With schools and
the media talking about the
challenges people face,
those issues become more
common and easier for peo-
ple to talk about and share
their experiences.

At King, many students
find that school can be very
stressful. From homework to
exams to their own social
lives, it seems as if it never

ends. It is crucial for young
minds to have a safe outlet
to express their feelings and
froubles, especially at a time
where they are going
through immense changes.

Jason Podur, head of
Student Services at King,
believes that getting help as
soon as you think there's a
problem is important. “It
can help avoid more serious
problems down the road
including negative impacts
on school, friendships and
more deeply seated mental
health issues,” Podur says.

There are supports like
Kids Help Phone and anony-
mous answer pages along
with the opportunity fo
speak fo frusted adults and
peers like the counsellors in
Student Services at King.

With less stigma around
the topic of mental health,
kids in school are taught
about how to deal with stress
and anxiety. Media plat-
forms are helping by promot-
ing campaigns like #Bell
LetsTalk.

These are big steps being
taken to increase awareness
and lower stigma, which is
one step closer to healthy
minds all around.

Vw3

Even a minute of mindfulness a day can benefit students and adults.

Saadia Zahra
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Kaleigh Macmillan

The biodegradation of ONE plastic bag requires a minimum of 500 years. Is it worth hurting the planet for the average twelve minutes that they are estimated to be used for?

By Lily Santon

Pollution and a total disre-
gard for the environment
from generations past have
resulted in irreversible, nega-
five effects on the planet.

“I think we're actually
doomed because we've
come way foo farin destroy-
ing our planet. If a lot of us
don’t change our lifestyles
we will face major conse-
qguences in our lifetime, and
so will future generations,”
says Anushka Kaisar, a grade
10 student at King.

According to a study
conducted at Yale University

in 2013, 97% of climate scien-
fists have accepted that
climate change is a very
serious issue, yet 59% of the
general public still refuse to
admit that this is happening.
There are several tell-tale
signs that prove this theory
all around the world: heat
waves in the Sahara, recur-
ring droughts in California,
changing weather patterns
causing more hurricanes
globally, and thawing per-
mafrost is causing severe
damage in the Northwest
Territories in Canada.

The National Aeronautics
and Space Administration

concludes that the current
climate change frend is
more than 95% the result of
human activity. Raising live-
stock is amongst one of

“We’re actually
0000 oomooooono

we've come way
too far.”l
o oooonomomoon

those activities. Cows, for
instance, produce large
amounts of methane, a

greenhouse gas confributing
to climate change, yet beef
is still consumed in excess.
People may not realize that
their diet might actually be
harming the environment.
How one’s food is grown,
fransported, and how it's
prepared contributes to an
ecological footprint.
“Raising animals takes a
lot of land and resources,
which is why | try to eat more
vegetarian protein, like
chickpeas,” says grade 10
student Raysa Khandaker.
Itis frue that this may all
seem quite daunting, how-
ever, itis not yet hopeless.

Several students af R.H. King
are voicing how they make
environmentally conscious
choices on a day to day
basis, which includes at-
tempfting fo take shorter
showers, walking to school
instead of gefting driven,
and a surprising yet effective
practice which involves un-
plugging appliance cables,
which can actually conserve
electricity if enough people
doit.

These actions may seem
small at first glance, but if
everyone begins to take up
healthy habifs these can
make a huge difference.

King’s fundraises $6000 for charity

Aarti Patel

A $1500 cheque was donated to the Covenant House Toronto, which is
Canada’s largest youth shelter.

By Aarti Patel

On Wednesday, February 27,
R.H. King celebrated their
accomplishment of fundrais-
ing a total of $6000 through-
out the 2017-2018 school
year by having a charity
donation assembly. Organi-
zations such as the Cancer
Society, Sick Kids Foundation,
Covenant House and Heart
and Stroke Foundation alll
received $1500 cheques on
stage.

Don Halliday, head of
Leadership at King and or-
ganizer of the event, explains
that for years, clubs and
councils have raised money
through various initiatives
such as bake sales and dress
down days. However, very

few students were aware
about where the money
actually goes.

This led to teachers and a
group of students from the
King Principal Council (KPC)
organizing a special assem-
bly to acknowledge the hard
work of students and staff in
annually supporting local
and national charities.

“Not every high school
raises a couple thousand
dollars for charities every
year, but we do, and it’s
something special. It should
be something we are proud
of as we are making a differ-
ence in our community and
it's a part of our motto. This is
how we care for our commu-
nity and we should
acknowledge it and cele-

brate it through having these
assemblies,” Halliday says.

On stage, representatives
spoke about the focus of
their charities and the im-
pact each donation has in
improving the lives of peo-
ple, which was very informa-
five for the audience.

Nancy Drynan, a leader-
ship volunteer for the Cancer
Society, shared alarming
statistics to raise awareness
about cancer. Nearly a
quarter of people will die
from cancer in their lifetime,
which emphasized the im-
portance to support cancer
research and cancer pre-
vention plans in the commu-
nity. Drynan encouraged
King stfudents to continue to
participate in extracurricular
activities at school and also
to keep volunteering.

“It gives you leadership
abilities and shows that you
care about a cause such as
leading the fight against
cancer,” Drynan says.

With year round events
led by clubs and councils,
mentor matters, and other
activities, King students
should celebrate their
achievements throughout
the year and always look for
opportunities to continue to
give back to the community.
Students may never know
what kind of difference it
might be able to make with
that extra dollar or two.

Lowering the voting age

By Saptarshi Dutta

Students in Canada hear
about voting in government
and how they can bring
about change when they
furn 18, but unfil they actually
become an adult, youth
have no frue power when it
comes to political change
that will inevitably affect
them, either now orin the
future. Lowering the voting
age fo 16 can empower
youth by making them a part
of their country’s decision
making process.

Often adults complain
about issues surrounding their
government and how they
are powerless to make a dif-
ference. These are also peo-
ple who may end up not
even voting, thus giving up
their democratic right to do
the very thing they thought
wasn't possible: push forward
change. However, if high
school age citizens are given
the opportunity to exercise

their right to vote from a
young age, this could pro-
mote a lifelong inferest in the
election process.

"We know that Canadians
who vote early in their life-
fime will continue to vote,
and those who don't vote in
the first few elections will tend
not to vote later on,” says
acting chief electoral officer
Stéphane Perrault, to CBC
News. “So there's a real bene-
fit fo making sure that Cana-
dians vote early, and voting
when you're 16, there's an
opportunity o reach out to
them,” says Perrault.

Furthermore, schools are
already places where satellite
polling booths are set during
elections. How interesting and
inferactive would classes be
if, after learning about politi-
cal practices, students could
literally go be a part of said
processes. It seems there is a
clear opportunity for change
here if students are given the
chance to vote sooner.

Timur Islam

Many 16 year-olds pay income tax just like adults, why shouldn’t they vote ?

- Kingsley Voice -




Consequences of dangerous crosswalks

Lia Aziz

As King students use the crosswalks everyday, it is important to look around for any vehicles out on the road. Sometimes cars may drive very quickly for turns, which is a safety concern for many.

By Ishrat Sikder

As school continues, the
safety of students at R.H.
King Academy is always a
concern for everyone. With
the school being situated
between two very busy
streets, crossing the roads
requires extra attention for
both students and drivers on
the roads around schools.

This was a lesson driven
home for many when an
eleven year-old boy, Dun-
can Xu, was fatally struck
when he was crossing the
street on February 28, 2018.
He was a sixth-grader at
Kennedy Public School. Peo-
ple described the area be-
ing congested during the
rush hours in the mornings
and afternoons.

Mischa Levine, a teacher
at R.H King Academy, be-
lieves that despite the nu-

merous reminders, it is diffi-
cult to convince students to
follow the rules.

“There is a common teen
sense of invulnerability that
compounds this problem,
making it harder to con-
vince the students crossing
against the signals to
change their behaviours,”
Levine says.

David Rowan, the Princi-
pal of R.H. King Academy,
feels that this issue is a major
concern and tries to remind
the staff and students of R.H.
King of the consequences of
jaywalking through his morn-
ing announcements.

Since the school sits be-
tween the crosswalks of two
major intersections, many
stfudents choose to jaywalk
during lunch or after school
in order to walk to the food
joints and other places, as
students are impatient to

walk to the crosswalk.

Though many may be
lucky enough to escape
danger a few fimes, they
should be constantly aware
of any vehicles passing by in
front of them, not only be-
cause they could be
ticketed for the
offense, but
because there
is a strong
chance of
being seri-
ously injured
oreven
killed.

Kyron
Dwyer, a grade
eleven student at
R.H. King Academy, talks
about his experience with
jaywalking. "There was a
fime when | almost goft hit by
a crazy driver because |
decided to cross during a
green signal since | was run-

“Be sure to take the
0 00Dmoonomoo
gooooo omooooon
000000000000 0m m

goooooomomonmoonn

start to walk.’l

ning late to school. The car
was coming faster than |
imagined. Must say that |
was very lucky that day,”
Dwyer says.

The biggest worry is that
as the pedestrian signal turns
on, the vehicles get
ready to turn right
onto St. Clair Ave.
from Kingston
Rd as well,
resulfing in
both pedestri-
ans and vehi-
cles moving
simultaneously.
Drivers similarly,
are impatient to
wait for pedestrians to
cross the road. This poses
great harm to both; espe-
cially when there are care-
less drivers and jaywalkers
present together.

With cars travelling in
more than six different direc-

tfions near the school, the
fraffic signals do not provide
enough safety.

Bavisha Thavaragjah is a
student at R.H. King Acade-
my who believes that this is
an issue which requires quick
action. *Once when | was
crossing the street after
school, | saw the pedestrian
signal on and put my foot
down, then a car turned by
almost an inch away from
me. | think a crossing guard
should be appointed right
near the intersection to
make sure students cross
safely and to help guide the
cars,” Thavarajah says.

Although everyone has
busy lives, impatience and
ignorance for a few minutes
can turn into a painful les-
son. Be sure to take the time
fo go to the crosswalks and
make sure all cars stop be-
fore you start to walk.

Opinion: what is it like to date digitally?

By Maeson Robinson-Mcdonald

From Facebook, Instagram,
Snapchat, to Tinder and
much more it is quite easy
for people to connect these
days as well as effect pre-
existing relationships.

Outlets like these
are great tools to
find others who
have the same
types of inter-
ests, but also
very toxic if
not used
properly. There
are pros to
seeing someone
you connect with
and cons.

So whatisit like fo date in
the digital age? For many, it
takes away the mystery.
Everything is premeditated,
not capturing the true
meaning of what it is to live
your life — taking away the
human interaction and the
fumbling over words. There is
a filter that we apply when
choosing the next person we

“All | have to say
M oo0mooonmoon
M0000mO0mm mo
MOoooooomomon
feature!’l

are going fo talk to. This nar-
row minded thinking could
limit the broad spectrum of
people out there who could
be potential interests you
would not normally expect
or consider. A decent ques-
tion to think about is how
does social media affect
a current relafionship?2
With the double tap
of a bufton, you
can like any pho-
to and anybody,
including your
significant

other if you have
one, can see that
you have liked a
picture of someone
who is not them. Although
this may seem ridiculous,
social media can cause
problems in pre-existing rela-
tionships even whether it's
just liking another person’s
photo or commenting on a
picture, it does not end up
well for either party. These
examples are to name a few
that dig into the insecurities
people face day-to-day.

Aarti Patel

Although social media and technology making it easier to connect with others, dating in the digital age might pose
some challenge for people, as people may portray themselves differently online.

The worst part is, many
people now base theirrela-
fionship of off if they are
“couple goals” or not. They

are basing their relationship
off of people who don't

even have a sense of the full

connection. All | have to

say is keep an open mind to
who you meet and tread
lightly with that double tap
feature!

- Kingsley Voice -



By Ishrat Sikder

As the university and college
application time starts stu-
dents in grade twelve, their
guidance counsellors and
parents become busy plan-
ning for the students’ future
following high school into a
new world of learmning and
this is an experience that
can be critical in setting up
a successful future.

For many, the Novem-
ber break passes by
visiting different
colleges and

dent’s high school life, they
can consult with guidance
counsellors at any time and
noft just during the admission
period to grade nine and in
grade twelve to prepare for
higher education.

Fatin Noor, a grade
twelve student at R.H. King
Academy believes that the
guidance counsellors are not
there just to give some fips
and a professional therapy
session, but are an old friend
with wisdom who can
guide students
through their

universities, “Itis important (0]

Spe;lking with molmomoonno e . |
professors ver since
and attend- lonouimim o joined King, |
ing infor- 0000 DDMODDIODD (NSRSl
mation nights QooooMo0Mmmiooooon ken with my

and seminars
fo search where
the high school
students will go fo.
Guidance counsellors do a
lot of this work to help you
navigate all the opftions.

This is a process that be-
gins towards the end of
grade eleven when students
start thinking about course
selection for next year. But
this does not occur through-
out the year as students usu-
ally make their owns decision
without proper consultation.
Many students act accord-
ing fo their parents’ decision
which can result in a poor
performance in a certain
course.

In the course of a stu-

and feelings.’l

counsellors unfil
this year as | had
one from else-
where, but | think it is
very important and a must
for every student. They help
us apply for universities and
colleges we have chosen fo
aftend and any scholarships
best for a certain student.
However, it is more helpful if
the counsellors know about
the student for a longer peri-
od of time,” Noor says.
Progressing into high
school brings in great
amount of stress to all stu-
dents, including family and
personal issues that some-
fimes interfere with educa-
fion. "People from some
families do not feel comfort-

Kaleigh MacMillan

At R.H. King, the guidance department plays an important role in supporting the academic success of students.
Whether students discuss their course selections for the upcoming year, plans for post-secondary education or per-
sonal issues, every student is welcome to visit student services to get the support they need.

able sharing difficulfies that
they are going through with
their parents, let alone guid-
ance. But holding everything
allin and piling up problems
will only delay the explosion
for later,” Noor says.

Itis important fo find a
guidance counsellor with
whom a student can share
their thoughts, feelings, and

discuss any questions they
have to find proper answers
to. This can help them avoid
making poor decisions and
establish a good relationship
in order to create a well-
planned future within the first
three years of school.

Along with Mr. Podur, Mr.
Halliday, and Ms. llisan, Ms.
Cole is one of the staff on

hand to help kids with their
needs.

"My role is to support and
advocate for students. My
goal every day is fo meet my
stfudents with kindness. | want
them to know that no matter
how difficult things may feel
there is always someone
who supports and cares
about them,” Cole says.

b
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Why should you join King’s councils?

The King Environment Council is one of the many councils that are available for students to join at R.H. King.

By Mamoiee Aratrik

All students are welcome to
join clubs or councils at King
while students in the leader-
ship program are required to
join a few each year to col-
lect leadership points.

Aklima Hossain, a grade
eleven student, believes that
her participation and in-
volvement in councils and
clubs is a great way for her
to meet new people and
learn outside the typical
classroom.

“I don't think | would ever
meet and make these many
friends if | did not involve
myself at King. Growing up, |
was always an infroverted

person and when | came to
R.H. King Academy in grade
nine, it was difficult for me fo
participate in the councils.
As fime passed by, it gradu-
ally became easier for me to
work in a team and cooper-
ate with other students,”
Hossain says.

Involving yourself in
school opens up many op-
portunities for students to
discuss problems and issues
regarding their school and in
the community.

However, George Treiu,
grade twelve student at
King, believes that while
joining councils is beneficial,
they also require a lot of
commitment.

"By our senior years,

school starts to become
more stressful, which makes
students have less fime fo
participate in as many extra
-curricular activities. Still, the
clubs and councils pique the
interest of students and
that's why | think it's neces-
sary for students to have this
requirement. Most students
would stay in clubs and
councils even after collect-

ing all their points,” Trieu says.

Opinions differ among
students, but councils will
always be the heart and soul
of King. There are over 40
clubs and councils to join at
King such as, Music Council,
Athletic Council, there is sure
to be a perfect fit for any-
body at King.

By Jasleen Toor

Eating lunch on C and D floor
atf R.H. King has been banned
due fo the issue of garbage
scatftered on the ground.

For a few months now,
both C and D floor are no
longer packed with students
eating their lunches. Opinions
on this new change differ
from student fo student.

Ayesha Khan in grade ten
at R.H. King believes that the
ban was successful. “For the
most part, | think it worked.
Yes, mess is inevitable but
that doesn't mean efforts
can't be made to improve
the situation. The goal was o
reduce garbage on the floors
and make the job easier for
staff and caretakers, which it
did,” Khan says.

There are many others who
support this new rule made
by the school. Caitlin Stark, a
social science teacher at R.H.
King, feels that C and D floors
are alot cleaner now.

“I know that some students
were upset because they lost
their eating spots however, in
ferms of the maintenance of
the school, | think it made it
easier for the caretaking as it
is a lot cleaner now,"” Stark
says.

Although there are many
who agree with this decision,
some have different opinions.
Jaszwini Kunalan, a grade ten
student af R.H. King, believes
that the ban may have

The ban on C and D floors

caused a problem for space
because many students
avoid eating lunch out and
choose to eat inside the
school during the winter
months.

“It is difficult for my friends
and | to find spots fo eat af
lunch during the colder
months as it is more crowded
in the hallways,” Kunalan
says.

As only two floors are avail-
able for students to eat with-
out a doubt there are crowd-
ed hallways during the lunch
hours. It is hard to say whether
this ban will continue or if
changes will be made to
accommodate the issues that
are arising due to the ban.

On the brighter note, stu-
dents should appreciate the
cleaner environment and
always make a good effort to
pick up after themselves. In
the end, cleaner hallways are
beneficial for both staff and
students.

Saadia Zahra

D floor is much cleaner after the ban.

- Kingsley Voice -
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THE UNIFORM 1S
JUST THE BEST!

The great uniform debate has
been waged at R.H. King ever
since the uniform was intro-
duced in 1989. It is required
for students to wear the uni-
form with the goal of promot-
ing inclusiveness, academic
excellence and professional-
ism. However, as recent the
years have gone on, the uni-
form has been falling out of
fashion as students are taking
more of a rebellious angle.
This may have caused an
increased friction between
staff and students, perhaps to
the detriment to school, cul-
ture and studies. This prompfs
the question, is the uniform for
the best or not?

With the uniform, the school
atmosphere feels much more
inclusive because students
wear the same types of cloth-
ing together. This reduces the
pressure for students to keep
up with the latest fashion

frend at school by purchasing
expensive clothing. Students
simply wear the compulsory
uniform pieces.

You can see how things
can on dress-down days af
King as it can turn info a fash-
ion show where there is a
clear divide in the classroom
between students wearing
brand name clothing and
those wearing ordinary
clothes. The uniform elimi-
nates this socio economic
barrier faced by students,
while making the school envi-
ronment much more welcom-
ing for students.

Students at King also are
very busy with school work
and extra-curricular activities
which makes the uniform a
fime saver. If someone wears
the same cardigan two days
in a row, no one notices or
cares about it. For busy high
school students, time is very
valuable asset, and having
the ability to not think about
what to wear each morning is
a blessing in disguise. In addi-
fion to saving time, students
also have don't have to do

laundry throughout the week
because of the uniform. No
one likes to do extra chores.
As a result, students can focus
on other important matters
such as improving their
grades or working jobs.

Of course, the uniform
brings a sense of academic
excellence and professional-
ism in the classroom because
students learn to dress appro-
priately for a school setting.
Students come to school for
an education, and the uni-
form reinforces the common
goal for students to strive for
academic success. In the
workforce, some students
might have to wear a uniform
as well, which prepares them
to follow dress codes in a pro-
fessional setting.

By the end of four years,
the uniformis a long-term
investment. Every back-to-
school shopping trip never
requires students to buy a
brand new closeft full of
frendy clothing as, thankfully,
students can wear the same
uniform pieces throughout
their years in high school.

Even if a student needs o buy
more uniform pieces, King
accommodates students by
having used uniform sales with
prices that are less than half
of the original cost. Com-
pared to some other uniform
schools in the community,
King has a wide variety of
options for the school uniform,
which range from light blue
shirts, quarter zips to navy
shorts, which still grants stu-
dents the opportunity fo be
creative with their ouffits. In
the end, a uniform goes be-
yond a simple investment of
clothing, it's a statement on
our culture of excellence.
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The origins of the King uniform

At King, every day students are
expected to wear the compul-
sory Academy uniform, but very
few students are aware of the
history and where the uniform
originates from. Here comes a
little King history lesson back to
a fime when it was called “R. H.
King Collegiate Institute” instead
of the prestigious Academy it's
known as foday.
Eleanor Blake, a former
teacher at King, explains that
the uniform was a part of
the transformation plan King
undertook in 1989 to in-
crease student enrollment.
Among the top three high
schools in Scarborough
were Birchmount, Midland
Avenue, and R.H. King but
there were few students
attending these high
schools, which prompted
the board to close down
one of the three.
“Enrollment atf King af the
time was declining so rap-
idly because of the fewer
number of students in our
home school area. It was
essentially half-empty. As a
result, the school was being
threatened to close down.
However, we decided to
make a plan to do some-
thing unique fo ensure
that King would stay open
and have something dif-
ferent to offer to the com-
munity,” Blake says.
The teachers and ad-
ministrators of King
decided that it was

necessary to have unique fea-
fures such as a school uniform,
leadership program, and men-
tor program which would en-
courage the local population to
enroll at King. The school need-
ed fo completely stand out and
boast about having a higher
academic features than those
around it.

“Everyone else laughed at
us, they said it would be like the
1950's and nobody was going
fo agree with going back to
uniforms. There was a complete-
ly opposite effect, though. There
were lineups through the door,”
Blake says. Some of these lines
would begin hours earlier than
interviews called for and enroll-
ment began to surge. In fact, a
large part of King's success
comes from the image it pro-
jects thanks in part to the uni-
form.

The uniforms of yesteryear are
not the same ones that students
wear today. King's modern uni-
form is the product of multiple
fransformations over the years.
For instance, King used to have
an old prefect’s uniform, which
is a yellowish-grey colour and
was made in England. Today,
students wear mainly grey, navy
and white uniform pieces,
which range from skirts to vests
to shorts. Mr. Rowan, Principal at
King, believes that the uniform
still stands as an attractive as-
pect to our school environment.
“The uniform increases the par-
ficipation of students and gives
a sense of belonging to our
environment,” Rowan
says.

[im an Individua(!




| HATE THE
UNIFORM!

Without the uniform,
students are able fo
express themselves
through their clothing.

As everyone wears
the same grey pants
and blue shirts, it
makes the classroom
feel like everyone is
the same.

It is better for stu-
dents to wear ordinary
clothing because
students are entering
a stage in their lives
where they're discov-
ering their interests
and personalities.
Clothing is a way peo-
ple often use to show
off their individuality
by distinguishing
themselves from eve-
ryone else.

As well, many are
against the uniform
because itis also seen
as an expense that
only has limited pur-
poses and can only
be reasonably worn
inside the school.

Regular clothes are
multifaceted and can
be used for many
different occasions
such as: school wear,
athletic wear and
time outside of school
as well. However, with
the uniform policy in
place, students need
fo purchase two sets
of clothing, one exclu-
sively for school and
another for anything
outside of school,
which further increas-
es the already high
clothing expenses.

The current uniform
policy also faces criti-
cism in that actually

limits the learning of
students through its
strict enforcement.
Think of the countless
class time wasted
because a sock was
not the right colour or
because a pair of
pants was a shade of
grey slightly too off.
While uniforms
should reinforce learn-
ing, current policies
can actually have a
complete opposite
effect for students
who are subjected to
picky teachers. Cur-
rent enforcement of
the policy actually
bars access to stu-
dents who may have
the wrong colour
socks or incredibly
minor issues that logi-
cally should have no
impact on learning.
While students
should not feel like

—
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they are inferior to
their peers because of
the clothes they wear
while at schaol, how-
ever it is imporiant ke
that instead of stu- . AR R
dents being shielded Y
from the realities of
the workplace, rather
students should be
prepared to face and
be able to handle the
economic divisions
present in society.

Without experience
in maneuvering
around these divisions
in a professional set-
ting, students will
struggle to normalize
with their fellow peers
in university or the
workforce because
the uniform has pro-
tected them for too
long.

And also, real
clothes are just
comfortable!

The uniform seems to be a
growing point of confention
between teachers, administra-
fors, and students. Recent
events such as the fight outside
of the office have only com-
pounded this issue with even Mr.
Rowan coming on to the P/A
system and advocating for the
importance of the uniform in
ensuring that those who go to
King are easily identifiable and
preventing further chaos from

happening.

Don Halliday, one of the
guidance staff at King, sees the
uniform as a force for unity in
the school. It has the strength to
bring people together and en-
couraging those new to King to
feel like they are a part of the
greater school culture. “The
uniform is important because it
makes people feel safe, no mat-
ter if you're completely new to
school and just switched in or a
Grade 9 wary of your new
school, the uniform allows every-
body fo belong,” Halliday says.

While the benefits of the uni-
form has been proven, the real
issue that most students have is
over the enforcement of the
uniform. There is a debate
whether the uniform is helping
o build a better leaming envi-
ronment or whether it impedes
actual learning by focusing on
image rather than substance.

A common issue is that stu-
dents feel like the emphasis on
following uniform rules to the
letter can backfire, due to the
colour of one’s socks, or how
a buttoned up a shirt really
impacts how a student learns.
Grade 12 Student, Dia Sanyal,
reflects on how harsh enforce-
ment on minor points of the
uniform have actually affected
her learning. “The white soles on

socks shouldn't affect my learn-
ing or R.H. Academy's decorum,
but I've been stopped in the
middle of class for minor issues
like this before. It's a waste of
time honestly,” says Sanyal.

A counter argument that
preparing properly in advance
for school would solve the prob-
lem. After all, if students are in
uniform then there wouldn't be
the distraction for either stu-
dents or teachers.

Perhaps there could be an
adjustment made with uniform
rules that may not be worth the
fime it takes to solve such as
the colour of one's socks or

shoe soles.

my black shoes or my yellow

Ultimately in order to solve
this conflict, there needs to be a
shared understanding of where
it's reasonable and valuable to
enforce the rules of the uniform.
As well as, where in certain situ-
ations, following rules complete-
ly to the letter actually detracts
from learning. This would per-
haps give students some leeway
for the sake of being saving
valuable learning time.
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BOOKS & MUSIC

Upcoming
Music

March 1
Hozier
Wasteland, Baby

£

March 1
Bryan Adams
Shine a Light

125

March 1
Weezer
The Black Album
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March 15
The Cinematic
Orchestra
To Believe

March 29
Billie Eilish
When We All Fall
Asleep, Where
Do We Go?
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BTS, wondering where they are now

Vyshnavi Kanagarajamuthaly

BTS performed in Hamilton as a part their world tour. They are making their mark with impactful music and working to make a difference in the world.

By Raifa Sarwar

BTS (Bangtan Boys), a Kore-
an Pop boy group, has cer-
tainly made a significant
impact not only with their
talent in singing and danc-
ing but also with their ability
fo be role models for their
fans.

With the success of their
on-going four, and their end
-violence campaign, Love
Myself, they fruly have been
making their mark on the
pop culture scene.

At this point it should
come as no surprise that
many people have at least
heard of them, whether they
like their music or not.

There are many King stu-
dents who are a part of their
fandom, ARMY (Adorable

Representative MC for
Youth). Branavi Hariharan, a
grade 10 student, is a big
fan of BTS.

“It's crazy how much
they've done... and they're
clearly becoming more and
more known by the public.
| think it's because of this
that they're getting known
as artists and not just K-Pop
artists and more people are
starting to see them that
way,” Hariharan says.

BTS has been increasing
awareness of their music
thanks fo appearances on
numerous American and UK
shows, such as Ellen, Jimmy
Fallon, and Graham Norton,
an achievement that no
other K-Pop artist has
earned in the past.

What sets them apart is

that it isn’t their talent alone
that accounts for their fast-
growing success. The group
founded an end-violence
campaign with UNICEF,
Love Myself, which has
raised over $1.4 billion to
help with issues relating to
violence against children
and teens. At the UN meet-
ing last year in September,
BTS presented a speech
during the launch of the
Youth2030 program, a UN
strategy fo increase actions
to meet the needs of youth.

“They're not just arfists,
they're people who want to
change the world and help
others in any way possible,”
Hariharan says.

Fans have opened up
about the personal impact
that BTS has made on them

from this work, and this may
be another factor which
adds fo their growing recog-
nifion on a global scale.
“They've made me believe
that it is possible to fruly be
myself and that’'s something
| don't feel with a lot of art-
ists. I've never felt as con-
nected to any other artist as
| am with them, and I'm
really grateful forit,” Hari-
haran says.

As for the future, the
group has recently been
given the opportunity to
appear and present an
award at the Grammys, and
be nominated for best re-
cording package. They are
currently on tour, and have
made statements that they
are preparing for their next
album set to release in May.

What is it that makes a book classic?

By Thanigah Krishnakumar

There are many who wonder
what exactly makes a book
a classic, and this question is
no stranger to King students
as many of them are avid
readers of famous classic
novels who sometimes won-
der why one book might get
the honour above another.
The term “classic” is de-
fined as an item which has
been judged over a period
of time to be the highest
quality of its kind. However,
this may not always be true
with everyone as students
tend to have different ideas
of what it means for a book
to be considered a classic.
When students think of
classic novels, a few which
may come fo mind could be
Harper Lee’s To Kill A Mock-
ingbird, or Pride And Preju-
dice by Jane Austen, both of
which have made a promi-
nent mark in literary history.
Although, as most already
know, people have different
tastes so these opinions may
not apply to everyone.
Some of the classics we
know today tend to have
impacts on youth, mental
health, stereotypes, or defy-
ing societal norms, which,
back then, were somewhat

taboo to talk about.

However, the question sfill
remains as fo how much of
an impact a novel must
have for it fo become a
classic. Does it apply to
books like Harry Potter?

Shane De Dios is a grade
10 student, and a keen
reader of many novels. I
feel like the way the charac-
ters develop is something
very important, their inner
struggles, and how that af-
fects the main plot in gen-
eral,” De Dios says.

Does the age or notoriety of a book partially determine whether or not it should be considered as a classic ?

Although there are many
novels which have only re-
cently come out, students
think they should be regard-
ed as classics due fo the
impact they've made. | feel
like it should be the ones
that brought more contro-
versy— like The Hate U Give,
which made a big impact
on the issue about police
brutality against black peo-
ple,” De Dios says.

It has been shown
through students’ opinions
that the term ‘classic’ is not

always about a book exist-
ing for a long period of time,
but the impact it has had on
the reader. After all, authors
may not even have to desire
for their book to gain a signif-
icant label. *“When writing a
book, a writer's mindset isn't
‘how can | make this a clas-
sice’, it's ‘'what's going to
impact my audience?” De
Dios says.

At the end of the day, it
might not always be about
how old a book is, but what
it means to the readers.

Saadia Zahra
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The 0 000000 001 Difranchise is one of the most world-renowned book series to

be turned into multiple live action movies with 10 released so far.

By Raifa Sarwar

Students find that film adap-
tations from books often fail

to do the original stories jus-
fice and that directors and
producers should instead
strive for accuracy.

Movies adapted from
books have shown to not
always be accurate, as the
directors behind them do
not always take the fans’
emotions fowards the story
seriously.

Perhaps, they wish to
make more money by using
old tropes to gain the inter-
est of teenagers, or there is
simply too much of the story-
line to coverinto a 1-2 hour
film. There are sometimes
obvious challenges, includ-
ing that some scenes in
books may work well on
paper but not be as exciting
to sit and watch.

This is something
flmmakers have to
deal with but the
results can be
mixed. The
production
process is not
as simple as
“copy and
paste”— the
option of just
placing every detail
from the story to please
the audience is not always
possible.

“Books usually have a lot
more detail in ferms of the
character’'s thoughts,” says
Deeya Patel, a grade 10
student who is an avid read-
er of many novel series.
"Reading the books gives

“Reading the books
[moomooooomoooon
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you the opportunity to use
your own imagination. You
see everything the way you
want it to be,” Patel says.

This ability to make every
aspect of the story suit the
reader’s desired image is
likely the prime cause as to
why adaption of many
books seems so difficult.

This may be the reason
why the controversy of neg-
ative opinions on the movies
seems fo occur.

It's no surprise that when
news breaks out about a
well-known story being
adapted to film, the initial
reaction is mixed about if this
is a good or bad thing.
“I'm excited about
it af first, [because]
it's a major step
into the fran-
chise, but |
know that I'll

disappointed in
the end,” Patel
says.
Some book-to-
movie adaptations, like Har-
ry Potter or The Hunger
Games, have fared well with
audiences while others like
Ready Player One or Ender’s
Game have gotten mixed
reviews. Perhaps there's a
reason why many think the
book is always better.

Opinion: alt-rocker takes on issues

By Sazzad Hossain

Grandson has recently ex-
ploded onto the music can-
vas with his strong, politically
charged songs.

The alternative-rock gen-
re may not be known for its
politically charged songs,
but the up-and-coming artist
is here to hopefully change
that.

Jordan Edward Benjamin,
performing under his stage
name, Grandson, was born
in New Jersey but raised in
Toronto. His music covers
fopics ranging from mass
shooftings to drug overdose.
His single, Blood // Water,
has over 42 million hits on
Spotfify. Although he comes
from a hip-hop / rap back-
ground, it is hard to pinpoint
him down to one genre.

His music combines the
adrenaline pumped beat
foundation, rock and roll's
rhythmic drum beat, the
guitar strokes of alterna-
five and the synth
from classic
blues. Itisa
hybrid
between
Rage
Against the
Machine
and the Blue
Keys.

Agrade 11
King student, Josh-
ua Kristenson was quick
to try to describe the music
style. "Somewhat of a mid-
dle ground between The
Neighborhood and My
Chemical Romance,” Josh-
ua says.

What is most noticeable

“The message this guy
Doomomomoo0om ooo
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within a lot of us.”
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about Grandson’s music is
his rebellious, anti-
establishment attitude. Un-
like many other artists tack-
ling these issues, he is not
here to give you a solution
and instead gives the audi-
ence a place and a mech-
anism to let their anger out
rather than keep it all bot-
fled up.

This is a style that seems
to be working well. Tracks
like *6:00" and ‘Stick Up’
both both echo the frustra-
fion and anger people feel
fime fo fime towards any
system or institution that
could be viewed as corrupt.

“Even though only a
small group of teenagers
may find the genre of his
music appealing in 2018, the
message this guy is trying fo
send may actually resonate
within a lot us. Like the rebel-
lious attitude and the anger
that | am sure many of us
foster,” says Dhiviya Kumarao-
thas, grade 11 King student.
“It's easy for me to get
apathetic, but | also
feel that the first
thing we have to
do is get angry.
Sometimes, we
tap info this hope
and this unity and
it's amazing, that is
a place we need to
get it to, but first we
have to be mad,”
Grandson said In an inter-
view with Harvard Rock.

His songs, such as
‘Thoughts and Prayers,’ re-
leased following the Park-
land School shoofting, re-
flects that well. “No
thoughts, no prayers/ Can

bring back what's no longer
there/ The silent are
damned/ the body count is
on your heads,” he sings in
‘Thought and Prayers.’

Most of his songs from his
debut EP, A Modern Tragedy
Volume 1, repeat these feel-
ings and evokes similar emo-
fions in the listeners mind,
with the exception of
‘Despicable.’

This slow song stands out
from the rest, as it centers
around the feeling of de-
feat, inadequacy, and a
general vibe of self-hatred
and pity. This song helps him
fransition well into his next
album, Broken Down Vol. 1,
which consists of two acous-
fic remixes, one of which is
my favourite piece of music
from him, ‘Blood // Water -
Acoustic.’

One area where he is

Courtesy

.

Grandson'’s lyrics encourage fans to be aware of current social issues.

really lacking at is live perfor-
mances. Still not fully on his
feet, it is evident that he is
nervous and lacking confi-
dence on stage.

He compensates for this
with his powerful, high ener-
gy level, and the full spec-
frum of emotion, expressed
through his body language.
His fiming does not seem
exceptional and notin sync
with the rest of the perform-
ers, but every new artist
goes through this phase,
and it would be a mistake to
not acknowledge his en-
gagement with the audi-
ence and his insane amount
of energy.

|, for one, cannot wait
until he releases more music,
and eager to see what top-
ics he sheds more lights on.
All of his music is now availa-
ble online.

Upcoming
Books

Tl WUSIC or WHAT

HAPPENS

February 26
The Music of
What Happens
- Bill Konigsberg

February 26
Four Dead
Queens
- Astrid Scholte

DEATHOASTER

March 5
Deathcaster
- Cinda Williams
Chima

March 19
Sherwood
- Meagan
Spooner

- Kingsley Voice -



TECH/VIDEO GAMES =

WeChat: revolutionary or potential danger?
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Sazzad Hossain

Is sacrificing the concern over privacy worth the glory of welcoming the next revolutionary piece of information technology? Some in China think so.

By Sazzad Hossain

The smartphone app industry
in China, which was once
filled with western copycats,
is now being transformed by
a superapp named WeChat,
the first of its kind.

This chat-based app is ca-
pable of providing services
that western consumers use
mulfiple apps for. It com-
bines services of Uber,
Skipthedishes, Tinder, News,
Google maps, and more. It
can be used to develop mini
apps, such as arcade
games, or music streaming

apps which can all be used
within WeChat without
downloading another app.
However, the major concern
about this app is the lack of
privacy. This app received a
0/10 score by Amnesty Inter-
national in 2016 in terms of
user privacy and protection
of data.

This app is currently the
biggest in China, with more
than 900 million daily users
and still growing.

There are many benefits
to using the app despite the
privacy concerns. For exam-
ple, implementing this app in

the health care sector has
saved about 45 minutes per
patient based on the ability

“People living in
[ooomonommon
[ 000moomooonn

disturbed.” Im 000
(0 moom o

fo access necessary infor-
mation. . The true power of
the app is not variety of
things that can be done, it is

the fact that all of these
things can be done without
leaving the app. Although
this app is very little known
among the European and
American Market, the ones
who are familiar seem fo be
in awe.

A King student, Ormim Bari,
has been using it for some
time. "I actually know of
WeChat from a YouTuber
who lives in China and ex-
plores his country,” he said.
The biggest concern seen
with this app is the privacy
and security of the user’s
data. Given all the features

and possible usage, it col-
lects a staggering amount of
personal and sensifive data,
all of which is fully available
to the socialist government,
who has a history of crack-
ing down on citizens who
hold different opinions.

“In mainland China, the
government controls all of
your life anyway,” said Tas-
nim Hakim, another King
student. "l am shocked by
the fact that Chinese peo-
ple have accepted this [lack
of privacy]. | know for sure
tons of people living in other
countries would feel very
disturbed if the government
knew everything they do.”

Many western tech giants
have tried fo mimic the con-
cept behind WeChat but
have yet to succeed.
WeChat has faced a mas-
sive failure when frying to
expand to other countries.

Grade eleven King stu-
dent, Nawid Faize, has
doubts about WeChat work-
ing in Canada.

“Even if WeChat was to fix
this issue, which | doubt they
could, they would have to
compete for people who
already use a certain set of
apps that have a pre-
established consumer base.”
We are from the open mar-
ket, we have variety and
competition, even between
apps,” says Faize.

Born in the market notori-
ous for copycat apps, this
giant has truly become the
envy of Silicon Valley. How-
ever, it is unlikely WeChat will
rise to the top in the Western
market anytime soon.

Keeping our digital information private

By Anthony Popov

The recent data breach of
Facebook that resulted in
over 50 million users private
information being exposed
has left many social media
users wondering whether
their private information on
their accounfs is really safe.
“I was not really surprised
by the data breach at Fa-
cebook. These types of
cyber attacks are becoming

more and more common,”
says Deeya Patel, a grade
10 student at King.

To sign up for an account
on a social media platform,
people are required to pro-
vide many pieces of person-
al information such as their
full name, birthday, email,
and phone numbers. In re-
turn, users expect that this
personal information will be
kept secure. However, these
recent data breaches have
exposed a major flaw in the

security of major social me-
dia platforms, which threat-
ens the safety of many users.
Students are one of the
largest demographics who
use these social media plat-
forms, making them specifi-
cally susceptible to this issue
of online security. Most peo-
ple don’t read the terms
and conditions of these plat-
forms, which makes them
unaware that they are
providing the companies
with rights over their infor-

mation and the ability fo
track their web surfing when
they are signed in. In other
words, any messages, posts,
or comments on students’
social media are not only
property of the company,
but are directly susceptible
fo being exposed by securi-
ty breaches.

“In terms of the personal
information | give to Insta-
gram or Snapchat in order
to create my account like
emails or phone numbers:

Kaleigh MacMillan
Even in 2018, the private information of the general consumers are toyed with on a regular basis. Is the increasing concern enough to finally stop it?

- Kingsley Voice -

I'd like to believe thatitis
safe but anything is possible
and it is a possibility that
these social media compa-
nies are selling personal in-
formation fo third parties like
marketing companies,” says
Thenuja Vittanachchi, grade
10 student at King. I defi-
nitely think that my personal
information isn’t safe,” says
Vittanachchi.

Unfortunately, for those
who share these concerns
regarding their personal
information, the solution to
this problem may not be as
simple. Even extreme
measures such as deactivat-
ing your accounts on these
social media platforms are
ineffective because not all
of your information disap-
pears with your account.
Simple measures such as
occasionally updating your
password can help, howev-
er, if you are concerned.

Ultimately, the fate of
users’ personal information
and the defense of it
against future data
breaches relies solely on the
capabilities of social media
companies to improve their
security. If people are now
beginning to have concerns
about the safety of their
online information, maybe
now is the time to change
passwords again.



Opinion: step up the game quality

By Quinn Keenan

If you're reading this, do you
remember what Call of Du-
ty: United Offensive wasg Or
ever heard of it at all2

In the likely event that you
haven't, United Offensive is
an expansion pack that was
created for the first Call of
Duty game ever made. It
was released for Microsoft
Windows about fourteen
years ago.

Since then, fourteen more
Call of Duty fitles have been
released, about one each
year, the most recent one
being Call of Duty: Black
Ops 4. | just want to know
one thing: why¢

Why have there been
fifteen Call of Duty games
released? When did video
game creators start caring
more about quantity over
qualitye Because | would
argue that only six Call of
Duty games out of the fif-
teen are actually worth your
fime. When did we stop
caring about originality?

The Call of Duty series is so
popular that any game with
the words “Call”, "of” and
“Duty” slapped on the cov-
er is going to make money
regardless of how low quali-
ty itis. So Treyarch, Infinity
Ward, and Sledgehammer

Games (the three develop-
ers of the games) can just
flood the market with medi-
ocre COD games and make
a fortune. And really, gam-
ers have no one to blame
but themselves.

Quality over quantity
applies to almost everything
in life. Take Rockstar Games
for example: they took
about five years to make
Grand Theft Auto V.and |
would argue it's one of the
greatest games of all time. |
can only imagine how good
the Call of Duty series would
be if the developers fook
five years to create their
games, instead of only one
or two.

EA Sports is a major pub-
lisher that consistently puts
quantity over quality. Every

year, a new FIFA game is
released. However, the
main improvements made
between games each year
are just roster updates, sub-
tle graphics improvements,
slight game mechanics
tweaks and other smalll
things that don't justify mak-
ing an entirely new game
every year.

I have to say though,
Black Ops 4 is making steps
in the right direction with the
COD series. | hated playing
most of the futuristic COD
games for numerous rea-
sons, one of them being the
flying. | should have com-
plete confrol in a game and
I will never forgive Sledge-
hammer Games for taking
that away.

Black Ops 4, although

being a futuristic COD
game, got rid of the story
mode and infroduced a
battle royale mode. It's a
fantastic idea because
COD has my favorite FPS
game mechanics of any
game series. Playing Call of
Duty feels butter-smooth in
my hands, better than any
FPS game I've ever played.
It was a risk fo innovate and
change things up, but in this
case it was worth it.

If all large video game
creators took some time to
regroup and put a few
years' worth of effort into
their games instead of
pumping out plenty of medi-
ocre games for money’s
sake, | wouldn't feel the
need to be writing this arti-
cle right now.

; ! -y : 4 . i
Will video game developers finally start to prioritize a better gaming experience over a bit of extra revenue?
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(PS4/XB1) - February 22

Players can fight beasts
and explore the open
world while wearing cus-
fomizable exoskeletons.

Elon Musk’s long term Tesla impact

By Sazzad Hossain

As a result of a lawsuit by
the US Securities Exchange
Commission (SEC), Tesla
CEOQO Elon Musk, has decid-
ed to step down as Chair-
man of the board of direc-
fors.

This decision is part of the
settlement between Tesla
and SEC, following the law-
suit claiming that Musk mis-
lead and defrauded Tesla
investors. The settlement
includes a $40 million payoff
to the investors. This lawsuit
came with multiple com-
plaints of whistleblower re-
taliation and even accuso-
fions of a drug ring within
the company. Tesla's stock

at one point hit their lowest
since March 2017, however
the production rate has
gone up by 51% since the
beginning of 2018.

The fans and investors of
Tesla are divided on
this issue and the
decisions. Many
fans believe Tes-
la will have a
hard fime turn-
ing a profit and
will struggle with
their identity.

“Elon Musk was a
huge part of the
company, and how he
had great ideas to support
their company, he was
essential fo Tesla'simage as
a leading innovative tech

“Elon has a bril-
om0 mOoCmOomomao
[oomoomonmoooon
concerning.’l

company,” says Ridhwan
Hasnat, a student at King
and a fan of Tesla.
The tweet that really start-
ed it allwas a tweet from
Elon Musk, who stated that
Tesla was going pri-

amongst the
shareholders.
Some in-

[

lieved that this
impulsive attifude
of Musk’s is what makes
him a potential danger to
Tesla. As part of the settle-
ment, all of his social media
activities, especially tweets,

Sazzad Hossain

Does Tesla need Elon Musk behind the wheel to continue its quest to claim a large share of the auto industry?

regarding Tesla must always
be preapproved by a law-
yer. He will also be ineligible
fo be a member of the
board of directors for at
least three years.

“Elon has a brilliant mind,
but his actions are very con-
cerning to the public, espe-
cially customers or potential
investors,” says Tasnim
Haque, another student
from King and Tesla crific.
“Tesla could do just as well
or even better in the future,
without Elon making self-
destructive moves and ruin-
ing theirimage every day.”

The new board is most
likely to shut down Elon
Musk's yet to be successful,
and often extremely expen-
sive, pet projects. This move
will allow Tesla to invest
more in the production of
the more successful models
they've made in the past
like the model S.

There are concerns about
the potential dissent be-
tween Elon Musk and the
new chairman leaving
many fo wonder how every-
thing will finally settle down
at the company.

According to a report
from CBSnews.com, Tesla
has recently reported its
second consecutive quarter
of profit growth which is sure
to make current investors
happy and give hope to
fans that Tesla will be
around for years to come to
offer new ideas and innova-
tions that the company is so
well known for in the world.

Devil May Cry 5
(PS4/XB1) - March 8

The fifth game in the mas-
sively popular hack and
slash series debuts this
March!

Mortal Kombat 11
(PS4/XB1, Switch)
- April 23

Get over here! New fatali-
ties await those who en-
ter the tournament.

Days Gone
(Ps4) - April 26

An open world, survival
horror, action-adventure
exclusive to the PS4.

- Kingsley Voice -



MOVIES & TV

Upcoming
TV Shows

By Lia Aziz

The Enemy Within
March 15th, 2019

A former CIA agent, Erica
Shepherd, is the most noto-
rious fraitor in modern
American history. She is
serving life in prison when
one day an agent enlists
her help to find a criminal
she knows all too well.

To All The
Boys I've
Loved Before -

a review
By Sumaiya Nabiha

To All the Boys I've Loved
Before is a teenage ro-
mance movie full of affec-
fion and a bit of madness
but is definitely worth your
fime.

Based on the book by
Jenny Han, what makes this
film special from all the other
romantic offerings is in the
diversity in the cast, relato-
ble characters and a solid
love story.

The diversity is what brings
out the best in the film with a
young Asian woman as the
main lead for her first film.

This is refreshing to see as
the American film industry
typically suffers from a lack
of diversity.

The show also does a
good job of showing interra-
cial relationships in a positive
light, despite some of the
struggles they face. For
example, Peter and Lara’s
social backgrounds and

Courtesy

Peter and Lara anchor the film with a relatable relationship dynamic that constantly keeps audiences interested.

personalities combine to
create a teenage super
couple.

The characters allow the
audience fo connect with
them. In the beginning, Lara
Jeanis very shy and has
difficulty conveying her feel-
ings. She writes letters but
never sends them. However,
they are accidently sent out.
This later shows how she
grows as she starts to social-
ize by going to parties and
class frips. She is a role mod-
el as young girls can admire
her for overcoming her
adversities.

Kamana Chapagain in

grade 9 admires Laura’s
confidence. “She has self
worth because she knows
how she is being treated
and deals withitin a re-
spectful way. For that, | think
she is great and | would like
to be as strong as her,”
Chapagain says.

Whereas Peter Kavinsky,
played by Noah Centineo, is
a typical jock. Despite his
fough demeanor, he has a
soft side with good values.

From this movie, teenag-
ers can learn how to build a
stronger bond togeth-
er. Tanvee Aziz ,a grade 9
student at King likes how

having a positive relation-
ship where people respect
each other can make a
difference in their lives and
make them happier in the
end. "It made me think that
frue love exists and how
stfrong connections can be
made,” she says.

By supporting each other
and understanding their
differences Peter and Lara
were able to create better
versions of themselves. The
diversity and chemistry of
the couple is worth watch-
ing, which is why many teens
loved and appreciated this
movie.

Chilling Adventures

of Sabrina
April 5th, 2019

In season 2, Sabrina’s life
will take a different and
darker furn but her growth
will be evident as the
season progresses. New
characters will also be
infroduced this season.

Killing Eve
April 7th, 2019

The British drama will
continue with the cat and
mouse chase of Villanelle
and Eve. The season will
begin with Eve reeling as
she is searching for a miss-
ing and stabbed Villanelle.

Game of Thrones
April 14th, 2019

Game of Thrones is back
with its final season.
Daenerys and her army
have arrived in Winterfell.
Who will win in the battle
between the living and
the White Walkers now
that winter is here?

L=
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Watching TV is not the waste of time it is perceived to be. While being a
couch potato, there may be important lessons to be learned.

Is TV a waste of time?

By Vaidehi Trilokia

Some of the most important
life lessons can be learned
through TV, which means it
may not be the total fime
waster that many imagine.

There are many benefits
to watching television other
than pure entertainment.

Amrita Jogee, a grade 10
stfudent at King has grown up
watching television and be-
lieves it has helped her.

“Watching TV has taught
me many important life les-
sons. One of them would
have to be the importance
of friendship, which | learned
from Hannah Montana. | was
impressed by her value of
friendship and started incor-
porating it into my own life.”

Netfilx came out with a
show called 13 Reasons Why
(2 seasons have released so
far with plans for a third)
about a young woman who
commifs suicide and revolves
around the impact this has
on the people she knew.

This show taught many
lessons to students including
the potential consequences
of bullying. The show sparked
many important conversa-
fions on the issues it raised
which helped cement its

importance.

Jogee feels another show
is also currently teaching
teenagers something im-
portant, though it may seem
unlikely. “Supernatural is a
show that | have been
watching for some time now.
This particular show has
taught me to accept people
for who they are.”

Watching television can
also benefit students as they
may be encouraged to go
into a particular professional
field.

Prachi Thaker is a grade
10, drama student at King
and is considering acting as
a career.

“"Watching TV has inspired
me to consider acting as a
professional career. Watch-
ing TV as helped me improve
my acting skills. | observe
their fechniques and the way
they deliver their lines and try
to apply that to my perfor-
mances. TV has made me
become more creative, as it
helps me think outside of the
box.”

While there are many
shows that can have a posi-
tive, lasting impact on teen-
age viewers, it's important to
be able to judge each show
based on its own merits.

Diversity trend in movies

By Yamrot Girma

Diversity in movies is what
can give balance fo the fim
industry because it better
reflects the many different
cultures in society which
helps audiences feel better
represented.

Ikram Farah, a grade 11
student, believes that diversi-
ty in the film industry is be-
coming much more popular
tfoday.

“Marvel had a cast which
was mainly white people so
they listened to what the
people wanted and made
Black Panther and other
movies that were racially
diverse,” Farah says. Farah
also mentions that the
Avengers films have grown fo
become a bit more diverse.
This can be seen in particular
with the recent entries Infinity
War and upcoming films like
Captain Marvel .

Students are more likely to
watch movies where they
feel a sense of connection
and understanding. Esther
Mae Sicat, a grade 10 stu-
dent at King, believes that
diversity in movies makes her
relate to the story better

“| feel like being able to
see that there is someone in
the spoflight who looks like
you being portrayed as who
they are makes you feel hap-
py because they have the
chance to showcase who
they are and what their cul-
ture is,” she says.

Diversity in film is becom-
ing more open to different
cultures and it’s taking a new
stand on embracing the
cultures around us.

There are many positive
impacts that come out of this
like being able to share with
your friends what it means to
come from where you do or
see things from a new per-
spective which leads people
to appreciate and respect
each other even more.

There are many ways in
which having diversity in
movies gives an individual a
way to connect and under-
stand others.

Diversity and better repre-
sentation in films is a growing
trend that is opening up to
different cultures and lefs
individuals get a glimpse info
cultures so that they may
understand and admire
them even more deeply.

¥l Varvel studios

(000w oomolwas celebrated for it's diversity in both the cast and crew.
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Celebrity couple defies stereotypes

By Nusaibah Nawar

Marriage has always been a
important part of India
where it is celebrated with
joy and with multiple night
of festivities.

Some parts of India still
believe that a marriage
should be between a girl
and with a boy of the same
religion, race and same age
group otherwise the rela-
fionship may not be a long-
lasting one.

It seems as though now
that some perspectives
might have changed about
interracial marriages after
Priyanka Chopra and Nick
Jonas very publically defied
the stereotypes. The power
couple got married in the
first week of December.
Jonas is a Christian while
Chopra is a Hindu.

They are currently one of
the most popular couples in
the entertainment industry.

Mifta Zannah, a grade 10
student at R.H. King is proud
of the power couple.

“This couple definitely
knows what love is. To them,
love is not about races or
gender, love just happens,”
Zannah says.

In a recent interview with
Cosmopolitan, Jonas talked
about his relationship with
Chopra and what it was
that made it so special. “'So
many things,” he said in the
inferview.

“l can go on and get all
mushy but the thing that
really connected both of us
is our love for family and
faith and importance of

being connected to those
who are always going to be
with you.”

Chopra is one of the few
Bollywood actresses to mar-
ry an American man. The
pair were continually being
targeted fowards hatred
from the public for a variety
of reasons including the fact
that Jonas is a full ten years
younger than Chopra.

Being able fo handle all
this and still put a smile on
requires great strength
which the couple have
shown they have on multi-
ple occasions.

The power couple has
shown the world through
their fans that race, religion
and age does not matter at
all when it comes to a good
relationship.

Courtesy

Priyanka Chopra Jonas and Nick Jonas are blazing new trails in how relationships are viewed across the world.

Movies that highlight social justice

Courtesy

(00 000mWmmo,o000mm o0tand Ocean’s 8 are just some of movies that depicted social justice issues last year.

By Sandana Ganesh

Over the years, issues such
as race and gender equali-
ty have been brought to
light and have gained at-
tention through the media.
Recently, directors have
infroduced social justice
issues as the basis of their
films and have produced
ground-breaking movies
that have left a mark on
viewers across the globe.

Three movies that have
added to thisimpact in the
world of film last year were
The Hate U Give, Love,
Simon, and Ocean’s 8.

The Hate U Give, di-
rected by George Tillman
Jr., was released in October
2018, and is largely about
police brutality in the United
States of America.

The film stars a teenage

girl named Starr Carter who
does a great job of portray-
ing the emotional battle her
character faces after her
friend was fatally shot be-
fore her eyes. She makes it a
goal to find justice for her
friend, and when the court
system fails her, she takes
matters into her own hands
by becoming an advocate
for social justice.

This movie goes over a
sensitive fopic and demon-
strates how racism sepa-
rates and breaks people
apart. Shiloh Boswell, a
grade 10 student at R.H.
King likes the movie and
appreciates it. “The movie is
important because it gives
an accurate representation
of the lives of black Ameri-
cans,” Boswell says.

This movie does a phe-
nomenal job showing the

power of one’s voice and
by using it, people can
spark a change in society.

Love, Simon, directed by
Greg Berlanti was released
spring last year and is about
a 17-year-old named Simon
Spier whose love story is
quite complicated.

He has not come out to
his family and friends as a
gay male. Af the same time,
he does not know the iden-
tity of the classmate he has
fallen in love with online.
How he goes about dealing
with both in the film makes
the movie interesting and
worrisome in some parts
after one of his classmates
betrays his trust.

Samira Rahman, a grade
10 student at R.H. King,
spoke about the im-
portance of this movie.
"Love, Simon is a sweet story

with an important message
of self love,” Rahman says.

This movie highlights the
struggles a gay youth faces
in a way that many can
relate fo today.

Ocean’s 8, directed by
Gary Ross, stars Sandra Bull-
ock as Debbie Ocean as
she leads her team of seven
criminals.

The group’s goal is to
steal a necklace worth over
$150 million. Each member
has their own unique skill,
making the team one that’s
hard to beat.

This movie stars an all-
female cast and is a great
step forward for the em-
powerment of women.
Hopefully this is just the start
of a frend that includes
blockbusters like Wonder
Woman and the upcoming
Captain Marvel film this
March.

Keerthiha Baskaran, a
grade 10 student at R.H.
King, spoke about the es-
sential message that movies
like Ocean’s 8 sends. “The
movie is a great example of
women empowerment and
has a great plot to show just
that.”

Having an all-female
cast creates a great exam-
ple for young girls to look up
fo andis a great step to-
wards inspiring gender
equality.

These are some of the
many movies that tackle
issues regarding equality.
Hopefully the lessons taught
through these films are just
the start.

Upcoming
Bollywood
Movies

By Vaidehi Trilokia

Total Dhamaal
February 22, 2019

This is a third installment of
the Dhamaal film

series. A small time crook
gets double-crossed by
his own colleague after
they managed to get
their hands on illegal
goods.

Luka Chuppi
March 1, 2019

This is the story of a televi-
sion reporter who falls in
love with a headstrong
woman and they decide
to live together... with
the rest of the family
tagging along for good
measure!

Student of the Year 2
May 10, 2019

This film is a romantic-
comedy-drama-dance
film that promises to
build on the fun off of
the 2012 original.

Bharat
June 05, 2019

The Hindi adaptation of
a South Korean film, the
movie is a drama cen-
fered around a circus in
the 1960s.
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ITS FINALLY TIME.

send your resume to
admin@bluffersparkmarina.ca

FINALLY! jome
good news| That
means I can go
straight home and
not go to that god
awful -

KING TRIVIA Think you know your

2
1. What was the original name of R.H. SCh00|-

King Academy? It you think you know the
_ _ answers to this issue’s “Ring
2. Who is the library named after? Trivia,” come to the Libr ary

3. How many councils are running at an.d see Mr. Wilkinson for a
King? prize!

4. What VR system is available in the
library?

5. What floor is the radio room on?
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